OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GROVER SELLERS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Bonorable Esrbdert ¢, -ilson
Asaistant Exeeutive Dirvator

state Department of FPublie welfare
Austin 3, Texas

Dear 3ir: Opinien No, Ot
Re:i In rotevic to Bills
Yes, 317 ond $ Reghlar 3es-
erdy-adnth D tuare,

Ag 8p gor
vi 3tate
A of Publie Yelfare,

Your reeent letler gee llowe

49t legislature,
he Cevearnor on
ovided for

- of som mulated
ia the 'Childrents
Thousand (§100,000,00)
in the diezniom bHe-

814 suz to b deposited
20114 -wlfare iervise Pund,'

tllcoations snd any sums ctherwise
fall b0 aes aside for Lhe purpomes
farwise provided, end all rexeining o~
Lol wnappropristed Balanees pow in the
~shildren’s Assiatsnce Pund” shall de trenaferred
frem this fund teo the “Osasrel Reveauws Muni”,’

*Seaste Bill 317, whiek is the exesutive and
sdainistrative departmeatal appropristion W11,
wes pessed by bVoth the Koase snd lemts, and 1% 1a
our usderetanding thet it 1s still sweis she
coverner's signsture] hossver, ia the ite

NO COMMUNICATION 18 TO SE CONSTRURE AS A DEIPARTMENTAL OPINION UNLESS APPROVED BY THE ATTORNEY GFNERAL OR FIRST ASSISTANY
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npinprhuon ror she Sgate Department ef Fublie

re, there is set u{ 8 Sqate Institution Divi.
sion lu sunu Bill 317 pmldu for s total ex-
ponalz Sgete Tnstl Sutica Division of
'ho ?hwnn Seven Bundred and Thirty rive
(m 8,00} Dellers per annum for the ens
hmu. ssid amount $0 e paid out of the ¢ -
ToA'S Assistancs Pundt,

"a% shi» u-o Sheare s l&mimhly Seven
Thousend { 00.0001 ths Child-
roR's Assistanes Yuad mhich Yeodasass of Constitu-
tionsl limitations eould not be used for the Ald
te Dependent Ohildren program. One Pundreé Thou-
sand {3100,000) Dellars for each fiscal yesr of
the b mlu beginning Septendeary 1, 1948 was sl-
1ossted to the Ohild 7elfare Servies Fund and sp-
propriated for ohild welfare services,

Se¢tion 4 of 3enate Bill 319 chirioanz
sets aside the sum of Cme Bundred Thousend (2100,000)
Dollare for eeoh fisosl yesr of the dienniun for
ohild welfare servioces and slso sets sside;

set as purposes herein Or othep-
wise provided, . . .'lmldcruorlng supplied)

*(1l,) Can the Ctate Departasnt of udlic el-
fare oonstrue the section of Senste Bill 317, pro-
viding for the Institution Division, to zean that
the expenditure suthorized under this b1l ocen be
peld out of the bdelances om hend in the *Children's
Assistanos Fund' rether than out of the current
sppropristion for the ensuing Vienntium for the Ald
te De emt Children Divisioa of the Deparwmment
of rublie Blfare?

*(2.) Can the Comptrocller ses aside the
smacunt sppropristed for the Institutioa Divisiom
to be out of the Ohildrea's Assistesnes Pund
$n ascordance with Seetion 4 of Senate RBill 3O
befors trensferring the bdalaness to the Censral
Aevenus Aund?
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Our ccarts hove uniformly beld t hat the intention
of t he legisleture 85 to & lav s %0 be detersined primsridy
from the plain and ordinery import of the langusge used;
Darris % v, omith (C. A.}, 1BY 2, 5, 701, Thas where a
statu s pialn and upambiguous, it »xill he eaforoed scoord-

ing to its words. Anderson v, Fenix, 138 Tex, 596, 181 -, .
24 4ADB,

Senate Bill 319, Seotion 4, specifieslly euthorizes
withiérawals from the Children's Aasiatasnee fund of "any suns
o o ® nmmhud herein or otherwise provided” before trans-
for %o Ospersl Revenus Tund,

Aaswering your questions: It is our opinion timt
the expendisure suthorized ander Zenste Rill Yo, 317 should
be pald out of the bslsnee om haand ia the “Children's rssfist-
s209 Yund“, Tarther, thst the Comptroller should sst aside
the smountl ap royru{od for the State Institution Division
out of ‘the GChilldren's Assisatence Yund before trsnsferring the
belances t0 the Cenorsl Sevenue Mund,

Yours very truly

ATIOKBY GINERAL ::i-

By

David  untold
Assistant




